
PTO Meeting Minutes - November 15th, 7:00 PM 
 
President’s Report - (Bradi Gates) 

1. PTO meeting times - will change to evening only meetings at 6pm starting in December. 
No January meeting as usual. 

2. Class Party Funds - Proposed to give class party funds from Jogathon proceeds - Total 
of $3645 (45X3X27) .  Jen Politsch initiated vote to fund class parties for 2016, Sarah 
Sperbeck Koenders seconded.  Approved 

 
Secretary’s Report - (Merideth Manwiller) 
Abbreviated version of PTO Newsletter is now going out to the volunteer translators, for 
non-english speaking families. 
Staff Appreciation Breakfast - To thank the staff for all of their support for Jogathon the PTO and 
Jogathon committee is hosting a pancake breakfast for the staff on November 21st from 
7:30-8:20 in the staff room.  Plans are underway and no issues forseen. 
 
Principal’s Report - (Joan McFadden) 
Schoolwide Unity Poster Project  

● After election, show school unity 
● Theme of friendship, inclusion and family 
● Poster will be made by each class and hung in the library 
● Poster will be selected to be on display at the district in late January/early February. 

 
Elementary Boundary Update 

● 3 boundary meetings held; 1 community meeting 
● Next meeting is this Thursday Nov. 17th at JW from 6-9pm.   Expecting ~150 people 

who will be looking at many different scenarios, taking public testimony, and discussing 
next steps.  

● Probably adding a Dec. 1st meeting for a decision.  
● District would like to start the new school at 500 (full capacity is approx 750) in order to 

accommodate for future growth in the neighborhood area.  Future population at JW is 
expected to gradually decline.  

 
Photo and Directory Exclusions 

● 24 students have photo exclusion, so those families will not be in Dorian class composite 
(3 are from 5th grade, so would not be in yearbook).   Going to contact those families so 
they won’t be left out of the class composite or 5th grade year book. 

● 43 directory exclusions - will not be in school directory (too late to add) 
 
Community Partnership - (Tracy Bariao) 
Tech Club is underway and going well! 
Working with Josh from Remedy Church to fill open slots for 3rd and 4th grade OBOB battles. 
Due to lack of parent volunteers for 5th grade, there will be no OBOB for 5th grade. 



 
This year, instead of Celebrate the Arts event, the school is planning a STEAM night. Teachers 
will pair up and do projects in the classrooms, and were wondering if PTO help fund some of the 
project costs?   Since this event is replacing Celebrate the Arts, we determined that we can 
change that line item in the budget to go toward the STEAM event instead.  There is a $600 
budget allocated for this, and Tracy will let us know if costs exceed that amount and we can 
revisit to allocate more funds.  
 
Fundraising Report - (Amy Charon) 
Our most successful Jogathon raised approximately $63000.  This figure includes the matching 
from employers (most of which has already been collected).  We will put a reminder in the next 
PTO newsletter so that any parents who were planning to submit paperwork for matching funds 
from their employer have done so.  
 
Holiday Shopping at Piccolo Mondo event is happening this week (Nov. 14th-17th)  When 
customers mention Jacob Wismer Elementary, then 15% of the purchase will be donated back 
to our school.   We usually receive the amount in March. 
 
5th Grade Concessions - $450 raised from Barn Dance 
 
Outdoor school will be 96.50 per student - We will have further discussion to determine what 
amount can be supported by the school, and what we may need to require from parents. 
 
Holiday Shopping Night - This was an event hosted last year by Amy Charon where different 
vendors set up at her house, and donated a percentage of their evening’s sales toward Jacob 
Wismer.  Parents and teachers were invited to do some holiday shopping.  This year, there are 
not as many vendors interested (only 3 so far), so it may not happen.  Amy will keep us 
updated.   Sarah had an idea that we could replace that event with an auction and she will talk 
to Amy offline and come back to the board with any plans.  
 
There were many extra fitness trackers left over after Jogathon.   We donated 5 to McKinley 
Elementary to help them with any of their fundraising efforts, but we still have about 20 left and 
need to come up with a plan for them.   Since it’s technology we don’t feel they are  worth 
hanging on to for next year’s Jogathon.  As a start, we will ask Anne and Mark the best way to 
proceed. 
 
Community Events - Sarah Sperbeck-Koenders 
 
Author Visits - Chairperson Krishnamurthy Jim Cogan “The Storyteller”  will be at Jacob Wismer 
on January 10th.  We anticipate needing many volunteers for the evening.  As in the past, he 
will host 2 assemblies and Sarah will coordinate with Tracy on the timings and logistics.  Since 
he is not a traditional author with books that can be autographed, Sarah is brainstorming ideas 
of how best to utilize his time with the students during his visit.  One idea is for him to go over 



his process for composing stories.   Still some questions on  how many kids per session, and 
will each class will get time to do this?  Possibly come up with a theme that will build a story that 
could be given to the entire school.   Sarah will continue to work with Krishnamurthy on this.  
 
Thanksgiving themed thank you notes will be given to the teachers during staff appreciation 
breakfast on November 21st.  During technology class, the kids are writing what they are 
thankful for about their teachers, to make a cute compilation for each of the classroom teachers. 
 
Passport Club  -  Two checkout sessions have now been completed (October and November). 
The new procedure is working really well for the staff.  A big thanks to Noopur and Lakshmi and 
all who are involved for helping implement this new process - it’s been wonderful! 
 
OBOB - There were no 5th grade volunteers for battles, so OBOB for that grade had to be 
cancelled this year.  Only 1 really committed parent from each of 3rd and 4th grade.  Need to 
have a dedicated parent coordinator to help with recruitment next year and start recruiting now 
for next year. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator Report (Jen Politsch) 
Open Chair Positions 

● OSOB, May have one interested parent.  
● Giving Tree - Do we want to take it down temporarily?  Maybe have it only 2 times per 

year?  Maybe move it online (wish list item).  No decision reached yet, will revisit in 
December. 

● Variety Show - One parent may be interested but needs other committed volunteers to 
help.  Will also check with Alison Guilfoyle who mentioned she would help if someone 
else takes the lead on coordination.  Sarah will follow up on this one. 

● Bollywood Night - Things look good here, and have volunteers for that 
● Clothes Closet - put out lost and found items during conferences and many were 

collected.  Will determine a couple other times this year to put things out. 
 
Treasurer Report (Angela Babst) 

● Taxes have been filed.  We owed $45 to the state and also still need to pay the 
accountant. 

● 7 requests for teachers for their classroom funds. 
● Contributed $2700 to field trip transportation 
● Scrip Gift Cards - $380 made so far 
● SpiritWear - $240 dollars made 
● Give a Donation to Beaverton Clothes Closet - Want to figure out how and when to pay 

it.  Last year it was a November item.  $800 is allocated for this, Angela will follow up on 
when and how to pay. 

 
PTO Liaison - (Dan Silver)  



Question on behalf of Mrs. Wallace - Is there funds available for the readers club?  This is such 
a positive and successful program, we really want to support it to the fullest.  Since we had only 
27 classrooms (instead of 28) this year, a motion was made by Merideth Manwiller to give this 
leftover $200 classroom allowance to support the readers club.  The motion was seconded by 
Amy Roskowski.  Approved. 
Angela Babst let us know that the music, library and technology specialists all received a total of 
$550 (instead of $200), and that if we wanted to include the readers club in this group of 
specials - there would still be another $150 that could be given.   The PTO board will discuss at 
the next meeting where we will be focusing on the allocation of Jogathon funds, and will come 
back with a recommendation.  
 

Grade Level Updates for November 15, 2016 

  

Kindergarten : 

This month we are studying the Wampanoag Native People - People of the First Light. We 
learn about their cultural values, like perseverance and determination. We learn about their 
kindness as they helped the immigrants adjust to a new country. 

We are using IPads in both reading and math and the students are loving it! We are using the 
model of math workshops.  

We continue to work on problem solving, using restorative practices and helping students to 
have empathy for one another. 

The kindergarteners have bonded and become part of the Jacob Wismer community! 

  

First Grade: 

·      Earth Science Unit: Patterns of the Sun, Moon and Stars 

·      Expository Writing 

·      Building our reading stamina 

  

Second Grade: 

2nd Grade is grooving on the Reading (and Writing) Units of Study program, and we all dig 
the class libraries we got from the District plus the rotating supplements.  (Could always use 
more books.  The kids are kind of insatiable that way.)  We're alternating RUOS with activities 
from Jenny's Strategies  book.  

The Brain Boosts are very popular with the kids and they help with focus during classtime. 
The kids are also excited about this afternoon's musical performance, "Zoo-rific!" 

  

Third Grade: 



The third grade team is continuing with our Math Module Two, adding lots of hands on 
measuring activities. All classes have incorporated Zearn into our weekly lessons as well. 

We recently met with our District's Future Bus representative and we are excited about 
planning some hands-on science activities and an engineering design project over the next 
few months. More details to follow! 

We are also scheduling presenters to speak to our students about Native Americans. 

Most classrooms are moving into our second reading and writing unit with the focus on 
non-fiction. 

  

Fourth Grade: 

 The salmon have hatched!  We have hundreds of alevin (baby salmon) enjoying their 
protected habitat.  We plan on raising the salmon until they are ready for release into the wild. 
This will be during winter break, in the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day, most 
likely Thursday, December 29. 

 We recently took a field trip to Fort Clatsop in Astoria.  We worked quickly as a grade 
level team to take advantage of an opportunity that suddenly arose.  Our trip was covered by 
a grant from OSU, Oregon’s Department of Forestry, and the National Parks Services.  In 
addition to taking charter busses and learning about Lewis and Clark, all fourth grade 
students were given a family pass good for on years admission to any National Park. 

 In other areas, we are doing multidigit multiplication/division and doing multiple kinds 
of writing.  We make good use of the Chromebooks on a daily basis, utilizing them for 
anything from math (Zearn and Prodigy websites) to reading (Newsela and Bookshelf 
websites) to writing (Google Apps for Education.) 

  

Fifth Grade: 

Fifth grade had a wonderful time at Biztown last Tuesday. The students enjoyed working at 
their business, being part of a community and using their debit card/checks. 

We started our physical science unit and looking forward to our Explorer unit in social studies. 

Music: 

Mrs. Belgique: 

5th grade-2 assessments for Theme and Variations (folk dance with variations in the D 
section) and a listening assessment. Playing a melody on the xylophones.  

4th grade-Assess understanding of crescendo and decrescendo. Write an 8 beat pattern (kids 
and I call this Animal Rhythms--ask your student about this!). 

3rd grade-Write an 8 beat pattern (kids and I call this Animal Rhythms--ask your student 
about this!). Did larger assessment at the beginning of the year. 



2nd grade-Zoo-Rific singing program (15 Nov). Assess understanding of crescendo and 
decrescendo. 

Grades 2-5 Folk dance, sing along prep (Dec 16). 

  

K/1-Sing alone and together, match pitch while singing. Keeping the beat to recorded music. 
Today, a song called "I'm Walking around in the Leaves"...change 'walking' to other locomotor 
movements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


